EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Baptism of Our Lord, January 12, 2025
Traditional Worship
Austin Campus 9:00 AM, Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

PROFESSION OF FAITH

P:
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| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel
against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God!?

| renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION

P:

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God'’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

C: 1 do, and | ask God to help and guide me.



P:  People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P:  Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.
C: Amen.
OPENING HYMN: SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE (wv. 1,2,4) #310
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to
2 Man -1 - fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y,
in thy ho - ly word;

4 Grant us grace to see thee,

Lord, pres - ent

thee we raise;

faint - ing  soul;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto i1m - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof roy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - 1 - fest 1 pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter 1n - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an-thems be  to thee ad-dressed, . i
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in flesh made man-1 - fest.
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

APoSTOLIC GREETING

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Word made flesh,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 4
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

Ny

==

B

>
=

?

! ! 7 !
S a— _J_‘_d_i ? R ——
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: [SAIAH 43:1-7

" But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
> When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
?For | am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
*Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,
| give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
* Do not fear, for | am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will gather you;
®1 will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—
" everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made.”

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: PSAIM 29

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods;

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;

the God of glory thunders.

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes.
In the temple of the Lord, all are crying, ‘“Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;

the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O Lord, give strength to your people;

give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
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SECOND READING: AcTS 8:14-17

"* Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. " The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit '® (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus). '” Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 4
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Al-le - Tu - a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Tn - ia.

P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 3:15-17,21-22

'3 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether
he might be the Messiah, '® John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. '’ His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

! Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, * and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: CHRIST, WHEN FOR US You WERE BAPTIZED

#304
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir - it on you
2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize wus with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav’'n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in  God’'s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will to do, God’s ho - ly will to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, THR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 14801561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)
A:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
SHARING THE PEACE
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Meal
OFFERING: OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN (Larry Shackley) Epiphany Chorale

Hillary Wagner, viola, Jennifer Eyink, bass



OFFERTORY: WHEN A STAR IS SHINING
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Lead us on, lead us on, to a morn-ing where the
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prom-ise shines. Lead us on, lead us on,
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to a morn-ing where the prom - ise shines.
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES, Bob Moore, b. 1962
Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
OFFERING PRAYER
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: ELW 4
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P:  Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we

praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS: ELW 4
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow'r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of  your glo - v
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or
side aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are
available upon request. (10:30) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the
center or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten
free wdfers are available at the front of the center aisle.



COMMUNION HYMN: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE #453
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1 We are peo -ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we’re nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - fer, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we’re washed, ev - er  gent - ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the  Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath -er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er 1o more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great -er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free! From now on, all  will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION



CLOSING HYMN: OH, Love, How DEEP (w. 1,2,3,7) #322
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1 Oh, love, how deep, how broad, how high, be - yond all
2 God sent no an - gel to  our race, of high - er
3 For us bap - tized, for us he bore his ho - ly
4  For us he prayed; for us he taught; for us his
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thought and fan - ta - sy, that God, the Son of
or of low - er place, but wore the  rtobe of
fast and hun - gered sore; for us temp -ta -  tion
dai -y works he  wrought, by words and signs and
N |
A2 i | .
V . . :

o [~ -
God, should take our mor - tal form for mor-tals’ sake!
hu - man frame, in Christ our Lord to this world came.
sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
ac - tions  thus still  seek - ing not him - self, but us.

5 For us by wickedness betrayed,
for us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
he bore the shameful cross and death;
for us he gave his dying breath.

7 All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
the Trinity whom we adore
forever and forevermore.

Text: Thomas 4 Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-1885, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.

SENDING

A:  Go in peace. Live in hope.
C: Thanks be to God.

6 For us he rose from death again;
for us he went on high to reign;
for us he sent his Spirit here
to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.



Serving in Worship

Austin Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Heidi Johns
Pianist: John Benjamin
Lay Reader: Donna Cooper

Far Hills Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Karl Biermann

Assisting Minister: Sandy Houpt

Organist: John Benjamin

Sound: Ben Richter

Ushers: Landon Henderson, David Huber

Communion: Debbie Hauberg, Kathy Hibbs, Lisa Miller, Verity Snyder
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