EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
4" Sunday of Advent, December 22, 2024

Praise Worship

Far Hills Campus 9:00 AM, Austin Campus 10:30 AM

Gather

GATHERING SONG: HoLy HoLy HoLy (Gob WITH Us)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: LIGHT ONE CANDLE #240
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SONG OF PRAISE: EVEN SO0 COME

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P:  From the one who is and who was and who is to come, grace and peace be with you all.

C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN



FIRST READING: MICAH 5:2-5

A:
C:

? But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
? Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
* And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;
%% and he shall be the one of peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 10:5-10

A:
C:

P:

C:

d Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;

®in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.
"Then | said, ‘See, God, | have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).
® When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), ’ then he added, “See, | have come to
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. '° And it is by God’s will that we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

»

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE [:39-55

P:

C:

%” In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, ** where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. *' When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit ** and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. ** And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? * For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. ** And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to
her by the Lord.” * And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, *’ and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

“ for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

* for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
*% His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
*' He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;

>3 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
3*He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

*% according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

NICENE CREED

A:  Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SONG OF THE DAY: My SouL MAGNIFIES THE LORD

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)

A:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Meal

SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING: GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN (arr. Betty N. Barlow)

OFFERING PRAYER

Emily & Hannah Hendrickson, violin



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

P:
C:
P.

T0

T0

C:

Holy One....

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.

Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. (9:00) Please come to the table by the diagonal aisle and return to your seat by the center
or a front aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the wafer in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers
are available at the front of the center aisle. (10:30) Please come to the table by the center aisle and return to
your seat by the front or side aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape
juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION SONG: COME As YOU ARE

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION
CLOSING SONG: EVERLASTING GOD

SENDING

A:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
C: Thanks be to God.

Serving in Worship
Far Hills Campus 9:00 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer
Assisting Minister: Becky Zink
Praise Team: Michele Borns, Doug Day, Sara Donaghue, Al Grodrian,
Emily Hendrickson, Craig Hoerig, Bill Norman
Sound: Spencer Watamaniuk
Ushers: Jim & Sue Ehrensberger
Communion: Michelle Carlson, Mary Downs, Cindy Drabenstott, Angi Moots

Austin Campus 10:30 AM

Presiding Minister: Pastor Heidi Johns

Assisting Minister: Candy Norman

Praise Team: Michele Borns, Doug Day, Sara Donaghue, Al Grodrian,
Emily Hendrickson, Craig Hoerig, Bill Norman

A/V: Spencer Watamaniuk, Billy Heaning

Communion: The Pearson Family

Acolytes: Levi & Wyatt Borns
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