EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

3" Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024, 9:00 AM
Austin Campus Traditional Worship

Gather

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: REJOICE

OPENING HYMN: AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN (wv. 1,3,4) #242
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart the night, though
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an - gels her -ald its dawn - ing. Sing out your joy, for
man - u - el comes a - sing - ing, his hum - ble song is
all  the world is de - spair-ing, as morn - ing light so
dark the win-ter and  cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall
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soon he is born, be - hold! the Child of our long - ing.
qui - et and near, yet fills the earth with its ring - ing;
qui - et and free, so warm and gen - tle and car - ing.
crown you with light, be strong and lov - ing and fear - less.
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - Ssic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
Then shall the mute break forth in song, the lame shall leap in
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our end - less
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geth - er, he o - pens wide the heav’n-1ly door and
kind - ness, the thun - der of his an - thems roll to
won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons  be bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APoOSTOLIC GREETING

P:  From the one who is and who was and who is to come, grace and peace be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Word

WELCOMING THE CHILDREN

FIRST READING: ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20

' Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!

'* The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
'® On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.

" The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing '® as on a day of festival.

I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

'? | will deal with all your oppressors at that time.

And | will save the lame and gather the outcast,

and | will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.

20 At that time | will bring you home, at the time when | gather you;

for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,

when | restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

P:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIVE READING: ISAIAH | 2:2-6
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Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust and not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord.

Call on God’s name;

make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations;
proclaim that this name is exalted.

Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;

let this be known in all the earth.

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. * Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. ® Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. ’ And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

P:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: HE CAME DOWN #253
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He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have peace
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he came down that we may have joy; hal -le - lu - jah for -ev - er - more.
Text: Camercon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional
P:  The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 3:7-18

’ John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? °Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ’ Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.”



' And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” '' In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” '2Even tax collectors
came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” "> He said to them, “Collect no more
than the amount prescribed for you.” ' Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

' As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, ' John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than | is coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. '’ His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” '® So, with many other exhortations,
he proclaimed the good news to the people.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS #843
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love 1n - car-nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, 1. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



NICENE CREED

P:  Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (after each petition...)

P:  Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

Meal

SHARING THE PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY: THERE IS A LONGING IN OUR HEARTS (v. 3) (Refrain — All, Verse — Cantor)
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There is a long-ing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to re -
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veal your - self to wus. There is a long-ing in our
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hearts for love we on - ly find in you, our God.
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1 For jus - tice, for free - dom, for  mer - cy:
2 For wis - dom, for cour - age, for com - fort:
3 For heal - ing, for  whole-ness, for new life:
4 Lord, save us, take pit - vy, light in our
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hear our prayer. In SOr - row, in grief:
hear our prayer. In weak - ness, in fear:
hear our prayer. In sick - ness, in death:
deep-est  night. We call you; we  wait:
0N Refrain
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be near; hear  our prayer, 0) God.

Text: Anne Quigley, b. 1955
Music: LONGING, Anne Quigley
Text and music © 1992 Anne Quigley. Published by OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

OFFERING PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

NTOPNOD



P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS: HARK, THE GLAD SOUND! (wv. 1,4) #239
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - 1ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
n 1 1
o r s F | | s e —
Q=] s LSS E
pare a  throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734—-1820

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P:

P:
C:
P

0

Holy One....

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.

We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.

Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

If you are unable to attend worship due to health concerns, please contact the church office to be included on
the homebound list.

Christ welcomes you to the meal of grace! All who desire to receive Christ’s nourishment and grace may join us
at the Lord’s Table. Please come to the table by the center aisle and return to your seat by the front or side
aisle. Communion is by intinction; dip the bread in the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are
available upon request.

COMMUNION HYMN: PEOPLE, LOOK EAST #248
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, onec more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the  year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give wup your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
0 4 .
i '
ft N o
) ~— —— J/ [
~—
trim  the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that in course the flow'r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord 18 com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, i1s on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1is on the way.

east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, 1is on the  way.



PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

Send

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN: JoY TO THE WORLD #267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row Srow nor thorns mn -
4 He rules the world with truth grace and makes the
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ceive her Kking; let ev heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - of his  rnigh - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing re - peat the sound-ing
flow far  as the curse is far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his and won-ders of his
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sing, and  heav'n, and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far curse 1S found.
love, and won - ders, ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

SENDING

P:  Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
C: Thanks be to God.



Serving in Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Julie Reuning-Scherer
Preaching Minister: Pastor Grant Eckhart, Jacob’s Porch

ELCA ministry at The Ohio State University
Pianist: Daniel Sheldon
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